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While we are still summarizing the last batch of inputs and before we make an overall summary, the things in my mind that have come out of the Forum are, that the Agro-Food Enterprise sector can and must:

· increase supply to food insecure areas from the excess producing areas

· reduce the current losses of food 

· create income to supplement own production

· ensure the right equipment and training is available

· ensure nutritious, safe and quality food 

creating jobs and economic development

## question ## – what do you think I have left out of this list?

Ojijo Olang'o from Western Kenya gave feedback on entrepreneurs who started a peanut processing service which has been operating for some time producing a local traditionally prepared product. He also noted that maybe with more support they could diversify the product line and grow.

Dr Honore Tabuna, from Congo Brazzaville but now living in France, made a long submission on the opportunity offered by to Africa by the Ethnic Food Market. He identifies the trends and opportunities in Ethnic markets, but identifies that the market for African Foods is limited to the Diaspora at present and seems to say this is through special outlets. The main point he made was that exporting would be a serious undertaking, we need to develop a food system that would be able to slot into the European, but would have real opportunities for enterprise in Africa. 

On a personal note I have already emailed Dr Tabuna to take up this potential with him, after all he is right in the business end of the opportunity we talk about – if you want to be part of our exchanges please email me, we could form a small forum I would be happy to manage.

Gyebi Duodu speaks of an actual experience where he visited a farm where papaya, that was below visual standards, was wasted and wondered if the farm could not eliminate these losses by making juice. There is of course no difficulty except that 

of being able to sell the juice at a cost that covers all the production costs, including machinery that will only run for a few months a tear.

He also noted the growing urban need for instant and easy to use Traditional Foods – noting that he had seen these in Botswana and South Africa. 

## question ## – are convenience traditional foods a nice to have or is it a real potential market? what is your experience as a consumer?  

Godswill Makombe calls for shifts in the existing paradigm towards two levels of rural activity in addition to farming. He sees pre-processing as being the way to link to the processors in the urban areas and complete processing for local markets. This supply of local markets requires that the links between urban centers is improved – at present he sees systems that focus on feeding from the rural area to the towns and cities.

## question ## –  is there any reason why we should not focus on shifting processing from the rural areas, especially for the final products anyway consumed in those areas. Don’t we at the moment transport raw material (along with their waste) to the urban areas and transport the finished product back, leaving the wastes which could go back on the lands in the citiy’s dumps.

Joseph Mpagalile asks those who have experience to provide feedback on Food Processing Incubators as the Technology/Business incubator seems to be a good mechanism to develop businesses.

He then gives detailed information on “processing shops” in Tanzania. Rice, maize and oil are all processed, however, the areas where this occur are different, presumably as a result of the local farming activities. 

Brief notes on other postings

safety

R. Kapinga noted that experience in Tanzania was that although people are well informed on the need for the correct processing of cassava, they often ignore the danger of incorrect processing in times of famine. 

food security

Celia Ehrhart recognised the need for the improved distribution of food, the role small enterprise could play in this and the need to understand the food chains involved. She then added a call for better use of Africa’s crop resources.

Asia Kapande introduced a new “bottom up” concept for the development of processing equipment – he proposed the researchers build the prototype equipment and the farmers are involved in the testing and development. It’s a bit like farming Systems Research and gets the researcher out with the technology user. 

## question ## – do you think there is merit in this? – maybe if the scientists pay is tied to the level his prototype responds to the enterprises needs it would help avoid the “we’ve got lots of technology on the shelf but the entrepreneurs (stupid aren’t they?) don’t come and take it!” Yes I’ve been told that!
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