Moderators Summary – Afro-Enterprises on 7th April 2003

By Dave Harcourt

Moderators Summary – Agro-Enterprises on 7th  April 2003

By Dave Harcourt

I am also posting this to the Food Security and Urbanisation themes because of its relevance there these - apologies to those who get it more than once!
The initial abstracts and papers in the Agro-Food Enterprises theme identify the opportunity of food processing to address the growing urban need for processed food and highlight the link to food production both as an improved market for the farmer and as a driver to grow agriculture, thereby growing the economy.

This links to a number of the postings to the Food Security theme that identify storage, processing and distribution as the means of  using food that is currently wasted. In fact Dr Ernest L. Molua identified that in Cameroon around 40% of food produced does not reach the market and concluded that     
a.. if this food was properly distributed it would replace the current food shortages  

b.. the technology to reduce these losses exists. 

This raises a number of questions which I ask for your inputs on:

a.. is there accurate and diverse information on actual wastage -information has been queried in a number of instances 

b.. has sufficient information (agronomic and market) been provided to the farmer to help them avoid gluts as far as possible are all the excesses useful as food eg fruit from uncared for trees  

c.. can fruit and vegetables, which are traditionally used fresh, be viably / easily stored and distributed when compared to cereals and legumes which  are traditionally dried for storage before use   

d.. is it always economically viable, especially with fruit and vegetables where some of the processes eg cooling, canning and preserving require significant variable cost investment in other ingredients and packaging and cool / cold distribution that require investment in capital.
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