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Trade and (for?) Food Security  -  By Bruno Tran

Dear Participants of the Food Security e-Forum,

I believe that some additional areas for discussions have emerged from previous postings. One is on Trade.

There has been a series of reference to trade in contributions from several participants. I offer below my reading of these submissions (with my most

sincere apologies if I misrepresent any):

- Gina Porter (Durham University, UK), who argues that we must understand better the complex formal and informal marketing systems at work in SSA. Gina then moves on discussing the role of traders in social development which ultimately is linked to food security. Finally, Gina points to the urban setting, and its specificity, concluding that traders are to be considered as partners and key players.

- Anselm Enete (Leuven University, Belgium) puts forward the opinion that

traders' role in the food system increases farmers wealth and food security

generally, limiting wastage, improving food safety and quality.

- Cecilia Scurrah-Erhart (University of California, US) asked whether there

are examples of intermediaries and/or enterprises involved in food distribution and whose impact on farmers and consumers have been demonstrably positive.

- Dave Harcourt (SAFPP, South Africa) reminded us of the links between this

discussion line and the Agro-Food e-Forum. He also questioned the positive

impact that traders would have on small-scale farmers.

- Pete Golob (UK) offered us his "controversial" view on Food Security, based on many years of experience gathered whilst working for NRI, resolutely based on the necessity to buy food as well as grow it. Putting the emphasis indirectly on trade and traders, Pete argues that families must develop income sources, to complement the food they grow, especially in times of shortage.

- Asia Kapande (TAHEA, Tanzania) appears to suggest that governments regulation should favour large scale farming, with a view to increase production.

I am convinced that many of us will want to develop these issues related to trade. My question to the colleagues mentioned above, and all otherparticipants is this: the current credo, from the World Bank, the IMF and most other donors, is that free trade and free market, the pursuit by individuals and enterprises of financial wealth is the way forward, the recipe for development. Is it everyone's belief that this is correct, 

That this will provide universal food security and that this is the only model for development?

(I suggest that replies and follow-up questions are posted to our Food Security e-Forum as well as the Agro-food enterprises forum)

Bruno Tran

Moderator

