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Dear participants of the Food Security e-Forum,

I am delighted that we already have had very good submissions from places as varied as Accra, Kampala, Mwanza, Rome and Yaounde!

In fact, the submissions are so good that it is very difficult to summarise them without loosing a lot of their qualities. Perhaps, for the moment, I will merely select specific points from these submissions that I think deserve particular attention... You all are very welcome to do the same.

I intend to isolate these points in separate emails, so that each can serve as the basis for a new line of discussion. Please reply to the (forthcoming) email(s) of your choice.
**********************************************************************************************
From some of Gina Kennedy’s  thoughts, I would like to ask participants to develop their views:

---------------------------------------------------

* What problems have we solved, in recent decades? 

- Better understanding of the multi-dimensional nature of FS 

* Which ones do we still need to work on? 

- How to improve collaboration between sectors and work with communities more in a participatory process to develop strategies. 

* Why have we failed to solve some of the problems? 

- Lack of collaboration across disciplines 

-----------------------------------------------------------

I would like to start a discussion on the issue of the multiple dimensions and complex nature of Food Security. This has been agreed upon by others, already, in this e-Forum: Margaret Ottah Atikpo emphasises the gender specialisation of the sector, Pheneas Ntawuruhunga reminds us, in a very timely manner, that stability is a pre-requisite for development.. But what is your perception?

- What is your experience of the MULTI-DIMENSIONAL nature of Food Security? 

- Have you experienced personally collaborative work that addressed this?

- Have you got specific examples where lack of collaboration has hindered research and/or development, and ultimately impeded the improvement of FS?

- How would you suggest, practically, that we solve this particular problem?

Edouard Kengni sent us a very good discussion of major issues introduced by Gina. 

Edouard says "I think that the most plausible reason for which research failed ealised the goal of meeting food security for all in SSA is that:

 * the international scientific community had been focusing only on very few plant species to attempt to achieve food security.  
* A majority of these plant species require input for which the prices are often out of reach for the rural farmers. 
* Many agricultural produces from these species are not entire parts of the nutritional habits of rural populations in SSA. 

* Their cultivation benefits more large western firms than rural cultivators 
* Lack of participatory research process in most of the initiatives aimed at solving the problem

* Lack of explicit introduction of nutrition concerns in development programs Etc..."

My understanding is that Edouard then suggests that we should develop much more the rich variety of indigenous food crops, but pointing out the possible limitations of the knowledge available to farmers, from production to marketing. 

I could not agree more! And I would like to suggest that we start a discussion on the issue of indigenous crops and the knowledge associated with their use:

- surely there is a vast amount of knowledge within the communities who have

been cultivating these crops for centuries or millenia. How can this be shared? Does it need to go through the researchers, to then be made available to other communities?

- but there are new challenges in cultivating larger surfaces, in slightly different agro-climatic zones.. in producing a crop that has a market value, and optimised nutritive value. Who is tackling these issues, among the participants of this e-Forum? Who knows about others who do?

Asia Kapande has, in my mind, set up an extremely good start for discussions on: "who should be an actor in Food Security research and development?"
This is what Asia tells us: "Researchers dealing with food crops and in some cases Home Economists participate with post harvest handling and demonstration of preparation of balanced meals for quality of food security. But Home Economics 

Researchers are not well involved in research. The farmers are also not involved in

research they are end users to research findings."

I know that the most enjoyable times, as well as the most productive research I was involved in, during my time at NRI, were when we worked  as a team, including farmers, extension workers, NGO and Government Agencies staff, from Europe and from Africa. But it is not always easy: it takes much more time, it can cost more, and it can become an exercise in diplomacy...

I wish to ask the following questions to all participants: 

- What is your own experience? 

- Who have you collaborated with? 

- How did it work? 

- What practical recommendations can you make?

Bruno Tran

Moderator

