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Food Security – 4th   April 2003


Please find below contributions that have been made to the FoodAfrica internet forum discussion on “Food Security”.  The views expressed in the contributions below are those of the authors.  They do not necessarily reflect the views of the organisers of FoodAfrica or the sponsors of the initiative.  E-mailed contributions have not been edited at all.  However, the e-mail addresses of the participants and of the list-servers have been deleted together with footnotes to e-mails.  This is to prevent misuse of the e-mail addresses.  If you wish to join this discussion –details are available on the website http://foodafrica.nri.org .
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From: "Gina Porter" 

Subject: urbanisation and market institutions 

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 11:27:17 +0100 

Bruno, so far in the discussion there hasn't been much reference to the broader issues around formal and informal market institutions in urban Africa and their impact on urban food systems.  There is a wide range of highly complex formal and informal institutions which shape Africa's food marketing systems - various types of association and self imposed rules, in addition to national legal systems that affect how trade is conducted.  Unless we understand how these formal and informal systems currently work,  and where they currently fail, I would argue that we are unlikely to be able to make substantial improvements in the provisioning of food to 

urban poor people.

Forms of regulation shaping the market system may include such diverse aspects as access to transport and lorry parks, the role of the transport unions, access to selling spaces in markets, the finance that traders can source, together with political, customary and legal constraints.  

There can often be positive aspects to this regulation, in that it may support relatively efficient distribution of foodstuffs to the urban poor.  But there are likely to be many ways in which regulation could be improved to facilitate broader levels of access for poor producers and producer-traders, and more efficient (and cheaper) marketing and distribution which would benefit urban consumers.  For instance, micro-credit programmes are growing in number, but food traders - many of whom are women - are often considered too risky by such programmes.  Small traders tend to have to rely on informal systems such as credit from suppliers, money lenders or rotating credit systems, which may be very expensive.  We need to learn more about current patterns of credit provision to producers and marketers and explore the potential for 

extending and improving provision.  Similarly, the ability to trade in food requires access to information on prices and supplies, while bargaining processes may be restricted by lack of standard weights and measures and access to other aspects of the marketing process.  Can price information and bargaining procedures be improved substantially?  Could the expansion of mobile phone use, for example, help to improve transmission of price information?  Is it already happening?

Traders are often accused by politicians and the media of operating cartels, but there is plenty of anecdotal evidence and some field evidence to suggest that although monopolistic control can be exerted, it tends to be confined to specific parts of the marketing chain (n.b. for example work by Fergus Lyon in Ghana).  Traders often appear to provide a crucial service and invest their capital in a high-risk environment where, arguably, returns should be commensurate with the risks involved.  The 

positive contributions of traders in providing an essential service to urban consumers - and ways to help traders improve their contribution - do not seem to have been adequately investigated.

So, I would propose that, despite the extensive general literature on agricultural marketing, there is a major knowledge gap around urban food systems and the role of urban market institutions in the regulation of the agricultural produce trade in many, perhaps most, sub-Saharan countries.  We also need careful examination of the activities and power relations within urban food markets to find out who is excluded or marginalised from networks, why, and what are the impacts of exclusion/marginalisation.  
A change of mindset - thinking about market intermediaries as potential partners and key players in improving the marketing systems that supply urban consumers, rather than merely hindrances - could make a significant difference to interventions in this arena.

I'd be interested to have responses!

Best wishes,

Gina

Dr Gina Porter

Department of Anthropology

University of Durham

43 Old Elvet

Durham DH1 3HN

UK

From: "Obamiro, Eunice (IITA)" 
Date: Fri, 04 Apr 2003 02:58:21 -0800 

Subject: RE: Food Security: access and quality 

Dear Bruno,

It gives me a privilege to contribute. Research has recognised the multifaceted nature of food security. Improved breeds of crops are being propagated daily. It has helped to identify some of the stakeholders to be involved in achieving food security both at the micro and the macro level. The latter has to do with the economic, political and institutional factors involved in achieving food security. This is evident from the papers and contributions sent.

Despite these contributions, the effect is not forthcoming due to developmental problems and political instability. Food security is an embodiment of development. Underdevelopment and food insecurity is characteristic of the developing world. A great problem afflicting my country (Nigeria) for instance is inconsistent policy. Frequent changes in social and economic policies lead to draw backs in development. Similar  to this is corruption. If funds are not properly channelled, development  and food security will always elude the masses. Emphasis is needed on the development of infrastructures as a pointer to alleviating food insecurity

in most parts of SSA. For instance, Gina emphasised nutritional status as the ultimate outcome of food security. This is depicted in a situation whereby a  whole village is cut off from the rest part of the world during the rainy season. If there are cases that require emergency medical attention at such periods of isolation, available food in the village stacked together is not strong enough to bridge the river. The nutritional outcome of such situation will still reflect food insecurity. Such is the

case with lack of other basic amenities. 

The task ahead for researchers is enormous. There is the need to use more of

holistic systems approach to identify and assess homogenous groups within those that are food insecure, and the causes and solutions, both in the urban and rural areas. This will ensure that innovations to be developed have a high probability of being accepted and suitable to meet the economic needs of the various groups. For instance, farming systems approach to understanding rural families food security will be a good option as a  sound knowledge of the prevailing farming systems peculiar to each of the agro ecological zones is pertinent to the generation of agricultural and 

food security policies. An example is factors affecting food security for the cash crop growers (perennial farming systems) might differ slightly from that of the food crop growers (permanent rain fed).

Ranking of location specific priorities in achieving food security is essential. All that might be needed in some areas to achieve food security could be good feeder roads or storage facilities as Margaret noted. Pumping such places with farm inputs will only increase output and increase  spoilage at harvest.

There is the need to assess the economic, health, social and cultural implications of the innovations developed by physical scientists. An innovation might sound good, but if it is lacking in these other  aspects, it will not be sustainable in the long run. Likewise, the impact  assessment of an innovation is as important as its discovery. 

Short-term sandwich and full time scholarship programmes- where by researchers could move between the 2 continents for research and  information on food security in SSA will improve links. Some sponsors and CGIAR centres are doing a good work already. More funding for such exchange  programmes and for collaborative works either at the PhD. or postdoctoral levels in research institutes either located in SSA or Europe would go a long  way. There is the need for more conferences and seminars to exchange ideas and express research findings. I also commend this unique  arrangement. 
Thank you.

Eunice OBAMIRO

Research Fellow, International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, 

(IITA)

Ibadan Nigeria.

Ph.D. student, University of Hohenheim, Germany

Currently in IITA, Nigeria for research.

From: "Anselm Enete" 
Subject: RE: Food Security: access and quality 

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 13:34:09 +0200 

Bruno,

I wish to contribute to this discussion by talking about the food distribution system. A large percentage of good food is often wasted because of poor food distribution system in Africa. This no doubt exacerbates  the severity of food shortages, which cause starvation and malnutrition and hence food insecurity.

The problem of food security (access and quality) in my view largely stems from the problem of market infrastructural development: provision of good road network, railways, navigable waterways etc. that could smoothly connect production with consumption.

Past studies in Africa show that: 
(1) smallholder farmers (who are the backbone of African agriculture) are better off economicall if they concentrate on production, allowing market intermediaries who enjoy economies of scale to undertake the food marketing functions; 
(2) food  price stability, reduced food distribution costs and indeed overall marketing efficiency are better where more intermediaries (who consequently differentiate into specialized functions like wholesale and retail) are

involved than where not because of competition and scale economies; 
(3) food market intermediaries are more attracted into the business of distribution

in areas with good than in those with poor market access infrastructures.

These suggest that good market access will stimulate increased production because producers are not only relieved of marketing functions but are better off economically. It will also bring about price stability, low distribution costs and marketing efficiency - resulting from more elaborate involvement of middlemen. This will not only reduce wastage of good  food but will also deliver the food as and when needed. Food quality, perhaps in terms of packaging and processing could naturally follow through 

Increased competition of the distribution agents to win the consumer.

Anselm Enete writes from

Department of Agricultural Economics,

K.U.Leuven, Belgium

From:  "Francis Mathooko" 
Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 14:23:42 +0100 (BST) 

Subject: Re: Food Security: access and quality 

Dear Tran

Thank you for including me in the list of participants. Food security should not be een as just access and quality. Issues of safety and variety should also be included. In fact Africa should have achieved food security long time ago where it not poor and misguided food policies if they ever existed in the first place. Over the years there has been great technological development in crop husbandry through advanced techniques in breeding and biotechnology. There has been development of drought and disease resistant crops. However, nobody bothers to know after this achievement what happens to the product. A lot of these food crops especially fruits and vegetables are lost due to poor postharvest handling systems despite these advances in production technology. This is more serious with respect to food quality since majority of rural folks in Africa depend on these commodities for their minerals and vitamin requirements. In addressing the issues of food security - access and quality there is need to go back and look at the politico- socio-and techno-cultural issues related to this subject. Other issues which may have led to this is clear data on how much is lost, how it is lost, where in the postharvest handling chain it is lost, by who, when etc. Without this information it is difficult to address the issue of food security. Moreover, whenever money is available experts on food security are born over night!!! especially in the government ministries. There is need for coordinated efforts between institutions, professionals,NGOs and government organizations to address the issue of food security. 
Francis M. Mathooko, Ph.D.

Department of Food Science and Technology

Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology

P.O. Box 62000, Nairobi, Kenya

From: "dave harcourt" 

Subject: Food Security - marketing / distribution, response to Anselm Enete 

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 15:31:48 +0200 

Hi Anslem

I like your simple and well argued approach. To me there is no doubt that food losses are a big issue not only in that the food is wasted but so are the "agricultural inputs" they used to grow. However, I expect that a significant part of the losses are of inferior quality (eg untended  mangoe trees) and that if the production is too large the distribution costs  result only in increased lossed.

The role an improved marketing / distribution system can play is  significant to small scale farmers but would surely also support (in the same or a similar system) small scale food processors in the rural area. Do you not want to post this to the Agro-Food Enterprises?

Just as a point of interest, my experience in a few Souther African countries is that the farmer does not see the benefit the market intermediaries as they seem to take a large margin. Is there a similar feeling elsewhere and if not how has this issue been handled.

Regards

Dave

D A Harcourt

Strengthening African Food Processing Project (SAFPP)  . BIO/CHEMTEK 

TFD . P

O Box 395, Pretoria, 0001 . South Africa

http://www.safpp.co.za  .  .  dharcourt@csir.co.za / safpp@digivu.co.za

From: "Ernest L. Molua" 

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 16:23:32 +0200 (MEST) 

Subject: Food Security: Access and Quality 

 Dear Forum Participants and colleagues,

I am pleased to be part of this unfolding discussion and mission that seeks means and ways of improving food security in Africa. 
I wish to reiterate the points propagated by Margaret Ottah Atikpo from Ghana and Francis M. Mathooko (Kenya). This hinges on the importance of storage. In my native Cameroon about 40% (forty percent) of crops harvested are lost, never making it to the final consumer. Post harvest loss is a major  factor that explains food insecurity in Cameroon. In addition, it is amazing observing the quantity and quality of valuable information already lying idle in shelves of libraries of Research Centers and Universities waiting to be adopted.
The challenge at the moment for Cameroon's policy makers and agriculture 

practitioners is to insure that (1) more than 90% of harvests reach the market

and consuming households, (2) sustainable production/output from farms via

increased adoption of existing technologies.

If we could make use of what we already know and have, there is no doubt that subregions like Sahelian Northern Cameroon that is afflicted by intermittent drought - thus relying on food aid from the World Food Programme (WFP) - will observe a sustainable supply of food streaming from the humid forest region in the south of the country. In the years ahead, increased provision of ancilliary infrastructure of roads/rail, coupled with better storage  facilities will enshrine increased food availability at affordable prices. This is the challenge for policy makers in Cameroon.

-- 

Dr Ernest L. Molua

Department of Economics

University of Buea

P.O. BOX 63 Buea

Cameroon, West Africa.

From: "Claude Nankam
Subject: Re: Multiple dimensions of Food Security 

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 10:27:25 -0500 

Dear participants of the FoodAfrica e-forum

I work in development and was very pleased to see Bruno's posting encouraging discussion on the multi-dimensional nature of food security. I believe that this is also of interest to participant in the food safety  and quality management e-forum.

In my organization, we have come to understand that food security, at the farm-household level include five components: availability, stability, access, utilization and asset creation. These components are inter-related to varying degree, and therefore require integration of various sectors (agriculture, health, water and sanitation, micro-entreprise development) during the design of a development program.

Research (both international and national institutions) in the 70's and early 80's did tremendous work developing technologies that would considerably improved  the food security level of poor households. In some cases this goal was achieved; but in many, the technologies never reached the neediest, for example the small scale farmer for the case of agriculture. Withe the repeated food crisis in the world and mostly in SSA, NGOs stepped in and tried to bridge the gap between research and the farmers, and successfully improved FS of farm-households in many contexts.

Unfortunately, while the need kept on growing, research funding kept on reducing by the late 80's and the 90's. There is a cry by civil society to the donor community to be more intentional in reducing food insecurity in SSA by funding research for long term development goals. In return, research has to be more applied, and develop technologies that will lead to sustainable improvements in food security.

NGOs have improved their technical capacity to access new technologies from research and get it adopted by the grassroot farm-household, and to get feedback on the performance of those technologies to research. They are also capable of roviding information on new research orientations based on needs identified at the grassroot level.

I believe that such a forum is very timely to enhance the relationship between civil society (NGOs) and research institutions such that not  only research results are adapted to the needs on the ground, but also are actually used by the needy.

I am a Cameroonian, formerly a researcher at the Cameroon Institute of Agronomic Research (IRA), now working with World Vision Inc, a  community based, child focus NGO. Please feel free to contact me directly at the address below.

Claude Nankam, PhD Food Security Adviser/Agriculture Sector Team Leader Technical Resources Team World Vision Inc.

220 "I" Street NE, Suite 270

Washington DC, 20002, USA

From: "Trust Beta" 

Subject: Food Security: Access and Quality 

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 09:32:48 -0600 

There have been numerous programmes on food security in Africa and today we still face food insecurity. From a scientific perspective, what have we learned from all the programmes that have been implemented? A comprehensive database outlining the successes and failures of each of the major programmes would be very useful. We can certainly learn from past experiences and build better intervention tools to address tomorrow’s needs. Funds have been available and experts have worked to address issues of food security for several years. Has the scientific focus been misdirected? Many rural households face food insecurity and farmers would want to be more involved in solving their food problems than currently is the case. As scientists, we have been trying to understand and solve farmers’ woes. We need to work tirelessly in building superior communication strategies that will ensure that we tap into all channels necessary to address food insecurity. I believe there is a chasm in our current communication strategies that we need to bridge before food access becomes a reality to millions of people.    

Dr. Trust Beta, Department of Food Science, 
University of Manitoba

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Canada R3T 2N2

From:  "Mercy Ekop" 
Date: Sat, 5 Apr 2003 00:56:59 +0100 (BST) 

Subject: Foodsafety:access and quality. 

Response and contributions:

In ensuring food security in Africa,sector population that is guinely committed to food security at all levels on sustainable basis have to be rightly located and put in order first and foremost.The most vulnerable groups,women and children needs and contributions to economic growth of the nation should be included in the development programmes and planning,

At the micro-level,the beneficiaries of our work should be involved from the planning stage to evaluation of the programme.This is to allow them voice out their needs and be well informed of the existing technologies.Marrying grassroots with the policy makers leads to sustainability and clearity of purpose.

Participatory Rapid Rural Appraisal {PRRA} and Focus Group Discussion are tools for indepth dicovery of problems{felt need} and entry point for interventional measures.,while  Focus Group Discussion also serves a right forum for adoption of research findings.

Technically,to ensure enough food of the right quality,gender sensitivity on HACCPs in food processing and consumption is of great value. Integrating functional education and family planning strategy in indigenous food processing industry prevents population explosion,enhance food security, establish quality control for expanded market and ensure public health.

Applying advances from other areas of research to the traditional fields of food security should follow a "top down"approach if food systems are to experience sustainability.New technologies should be built on existing indeginous knowledge and culture.

The author is a gender spcialist,researcher/developer and the Executive Director of Family Unity for Sustainable Development Foundation{FUSD Foundation}. Our work links gender,agriculture and health.Child labour is also our priority.

Regards.

Mercy Ekop

Executive Director

FUSD Foundation

P.O.Box 36150

Agodi P.O

Ibadan

Nigeria

From:  "obot ekop" 
Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 17:53:56 -0800 (PST) 

Subject: Re:Food safety:access and quality 

Contributor: Obot E.Ekop

Merbot Consult International Limited

P.O.Box 36150,Agodi P.O,Ibadan

Nigeria

Food security goes beyond food production,quality and quantity to the time the food is on the table and is consumed by the receipient.Poverty,health and non-adoption of new technologies inhibits food security.Adoption of new technologies will alleviate

poverty and enhance health. But to enhance adoption,the smallholder farmer must be part and parcel of the processes of conception,research and implimentation of his/her felt need{new technology}which varies according to sex, culture,religion and ecology of the community.These have been neglected in policy fomulation and

implimentation strategies. 
The author: the author is acommunity developer/researcher and Chief Executive of Merbot Consult International Limited.He and the Ltd are working to transform agriculture , the main stay of the rural economy from subsistence to a more efficient

agent of change to induce growth and changes in income generation and distribution to affect famers positively especially the smallest and poorest among them.We apply participatory approches and gender as factors of production.   
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