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From: "Charles Ehrhart" 

Subject: Food Security Access and Quality 

Date: Sat, 5 Apr 2003 01:46:55 -0800 

To fellow-participants, from Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart:

I would like to thank the organizers of this forum, and all those who contributed papers, for creating a space in which to debate issues surrounding food security. I am pleased to participate and hope to learn much from all.

Below are my comments on the paper contributed by Kennedy  on 'Food security in the context of urban sub-Saharan Africa'

[Some background with regard to my training etc.: I am currently completing a Masters in  Ecology obtained from the University of California, Davis, with a specialization in Agricultural Ecology. I have worked in the Andes and East Africa, in the areas of conservation and development, community based conservation and agricultural reform. I have carried out research in Peru, Ecuador and Uganda. My interest in natural resource management, rural livelihoods and food security is reflected in my Honors and Masters graduate research projects (see paper contributed to this forum).]

Comments on paper 'Food security in the context of urban sub-Saharan Africa' by G. Kennedy I was pleased to see a paper that pools data for Sub-Saharan African countries as a whole. I was also grateful for the information provided on changing trends in consumption in urban areas. During my work in East Africa, I have been observing the growing consumption of rice, bread (and I would add maize) and wondering what it signified. Your data has confirmed my suspicions. This is a trend which took place in Andean countries some years back and has had similar consequences in terms of reduction in protein, fibre and micro-nutrient intake, and in terms of increased consumption of imported goods. 

I have two questions triggered by the information provided in this paper.

First, Kennedy suggested that the reduced consumption of traditional grains and vegetables in urban areas of sub-Saharan Africa is due to problems associated with 'convenience, availability and price'. With regard to price, does the author mean that traditional foods incur higher costs than imported processed foods because the raw produce costs more in the market, or because of higher costs involved in both purchase and cooking time of those traditional foods? In other words, do traditional carbohydrates such as sorghum, millet and cassava cost more in the market than maize, rice and wheat? Or do they each fetch individual and fluctuating prices? With regards to availability, what role do family members residing in rural areas play in supplying food? Do urban dwellers rely on supplementary food supplies from rural family members?

I believe these questions are important to avoid erroneous conclusions about the reasons for dietary changes in urban areas. For example, what role does the imported processed food play in the creation of social status in urban areas?   Could this be a trigger for dietary changes?

Second, the author states that poor urban dwellers are 'obliged' to purchase in smaller local shops. The reasons stated are the inability to purchase in bulk, and the inconvenient location of large wholesale supermarkets. My question is, do wholesale supermarkets include chain supermarkets? In my experience (limited to East Africa), chain supermarkets, which often sell goods at cheaper prices than small shops, are located in close proximity (often opposite or adjacent) to small local shops and stalls. Could it be that the reason why poor urban dwellers do not purchase in cheaper chain supermarkets is more associated with feelings of fear and alienation from these kinds of venues? Or, to simple lack of information about the 'bargains' available in those supermarkets?  Again, resolving this issue is important, in order to avoid finding erroneous, sometimes even 'convenient' explanations for patterns of maldevelopment among the urban poor.

Finally, I would like to make a comment with regard to the concluding recommendation that 'educational campaigns and community activities to advocate exercise' should be a priority concern. While I am concur that the growing numbers of overweight urban poor in Asia and Latin America is a problem that needs attention, I would caution against the assumption that this trend will necessarily take place in sub-Saharan Africa. Levels of resource poverty in sub-Sahara are dramatically higher, and development trends significantly different, than in both the continents. In other words, just because it happened in Asia and Latin America, does not mean it will happen in sub-Saharan Africa. Key components, I believe, are the smaller number of daily meals, and the lower levels of consumption of edible oils, in sub-Sahara (for which there was no information in the paper). I would like to suggest that there are other, more immediate priorities than the need for exercise to be drawn from the paper presented. Examples include: grass-roots support mechanisms, such as informal group kitchens, and state social services, such as food vouchers for the unemployed (vouchers could be limited to foods with acceptable nutritional levels).

Again, I thank the author for the broad scale of the information provided, and for the type of issues broached. Urban food insecurity associated with access and consumption are among the greatest problems we face. 

Sincerely,

Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart

University of California, Davis Campus, USA.

Cecilia@auberon.org

From: "Charles Ehrhart" 

Subject: Food Security Access and Quality 

Date: Sat, 5 Apr 2003 02:14:39 -0800 

To fellow-participants from Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart:

Below are my comments on the paper 'Farmers' validation of pest control methods' contributed by Tran and Morris. 

Comments on the paper 'Farmers' validation of pest control methods' contributed by Tran and Morris. 

I am pleased to see that efforts are being made to find low-cost, low-input, labor-saving technologies for the preservation of legumes. A great proportion of farmers' food is lost post-harvest when, sadly, simple methods could ameliorate the situation significantly. My comments are meant in the spirit improve our ability to interpret farmers' behavior, and to come up with site-relevant technologies.

a)      With regard to interpreting farmers' behavior, I would like to suggest that the reason why the control treatment was perceived by Ugandan farmers as overwhelmingly 'not good' (figure 10) is that they were not commenting on the control treatment itself. Rather, it appears that farmers were commenting on the results produced (for legume storability) of the control treatment. In other words, farmers may not have understood the role of, or reason for, the control treatment. 

b)      With regard to the applicability of the technology, I would like to suggest that shea-butter should never have been proposed for Eastern Uganda, where it is not a known and used product. This explains the multiple negative comments by Ugandan farmers with regard to the shea-butter treatment. This was to be expected. 

Thank you.

Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart

University of California, Davis Campus, USA.

From: "Charles & Cecilia Ehrhart" 

Subject: Food security access and quality 

Date: Sat, 05 Apr 2003 12:07:22 +0000 

Comment 3

To fellow-participants from Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this forum.

A question for E Obamiro and Anselm Enete: Your comments include strong recommendations towards increasing the role of ‘intermediaries’ and ‘micro-enterprises’ in distribution of food in Africa. 

Do you see both of these as linked?  I would like to hear from you of examples of these enterprises working on the ground to benefit themselves, the farmer and the consumer. I would also like to know what kind of government regulation of such enterprises you would recommend.

Sincerely,

Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart

Graduate Group in Ecology

University of California, Davis Campus, USA

Currently based in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

[Some background with regard to my training etc.: My graduate degree is a Masters in  Ecology obtained from the University of California, Davis, with a specialization in Agricultural Ecology. I have worked in the Andes and East Africa, in the areas of conservation and development, community based conservation and agricultural reform. My interest in natural resource management, rural livelihoods and food security is reflected in the research I carried out for my Honors and Masters graduate programs.]

From: "Charles & Cecilia Ehrhart"  

Subject: Food security access and quality 

Date: Sat, 05 Apr 2003 12:11:10 +0000 

Send comments to foodafrica-security-list@foodafrica.nri.org

Comment 5

To fellow-participants from Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart:

Firstly, I thank Margaret Ottah Atkpo for her comments on the need for greater collaboration between all stakeholders; and Bruno for his timely call for us to share our experiences with inter-institutional collaboration.

At this point, I would like to comment on Eunice Obamiro’s  statement that we need to think in terms of ‘farming systems’. This is an important point that could be carried further. Thinking in terms of farming systems forces us to be aware that different regions grow markedly different combinations of crops. This ‘cropping system’ needs to be understood before there is any kind of intervention on behalf of food security. Different cropping systems are not only the result of temperature, rainfall, soils, altitude and other climatic factors. As I am sure we are aware, they are also the result 

of cultural and tribal customs.

So far, we have been talking only in terms of ‘sub-Saharan Africa’. While this is good, we must not forget the great diversity that comprises sub-Saharan Africa, not just between nations, but within nations. This leads me to call on participants to expand the discussion about food security to include not only agricultural systems, but also pastoralist, agro-pastoralist and nomadic huntergathering systems, all of which 

occupy large territories of sub-Saharan Africa.

Thank you,

Cecilia Scurrah-Ehrhart

Graduate Group in Ecology

University of California, Davis Campus, USA

Currently based in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
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