Internet Forum - Discussion 

Food Security – 7-8th   April 2003


Please find below contributions that have been made to the FoodAfrica internet forum discussion on “Food Security”.  The views expressed in the contributions below are those of the authors.  They do not necessarily reflect the views of the organisers of FoodAfrica or the sponsors of the initiative.  E-mailed contributions have not been edited at all.  However, the e-mail addresses of the participants and of the list-servers have been deleted together with footnotes to e-mails.  This is to prevent misuse of the e-mail addresses.  If you wish to join this discussion –details are available on the website http://foodafrica.nri.org .

Internet Forum - Discussion 

Food Security – 7-8th  April 2003


1From: "Kennedy, Gina (ESNA)"


2From:  "asia kapande"


3From: "ICOSAMP"


4From: Peter Golob


6From:  "Mohammadou Mohammadou"


6From:  "asia kapande"


7From: "Bruno Tran"


8From:  "Sop Kana Marie Modestine"


9From: "Bruno Tran"


10From: "Inuwa Usman”


12From:  "obot ekop"


12From:  "Mercy Ekop


13From:  "Mercy Ekop"


13From: "Adusei Jumah"


14From:  "Mercy Ekop"




From: "Kennedy, Gina (ESNA)" 
Subject: RE: Local food, global knowledge? 

Date: Mon, 07 Apr 2003 15:04:08 +0200 

In response to Bruno's question about local food, global knowledge, I can suggest the following sources...I'm sure there are MANY others.

Sources of Information:

International Plant Genetic Resourses Institute (IPGRI)has the following links:

Indigenous Knowledge Documentation

http://www.ipgri.cgiar.org/system/page.asp?frame=themes/human/home.htm

Conserving and increasing the use of Underutilized species

http://www.ipgri.cgiar.org/system/page.asp?frame=themes/human/home.htm

Traditional African Vegetables

http://www.ipgri.cgiar.org/system/page.asp?frame=themes/human/home.htm

The Center for Indigenous Peoples Nutrition and Environment run out of Mc

Gill University also has a link to:

Traditional Food Systems Research in Asia Contact Harriet Kuhnlein

(cine@cine.mcgill.ca)http://www.cine.mcgill.ca/acIA1.htm 

Gina

From:  "asia kapande" 
Subject: Re: Actors in Food Security 

Date: Mon, 7 Apr 2003 08:18:11 -0700 (PDT) 

Dear Bruno 

Thanks for moderating the e-mail Forum. It is very educating,  I believe all participants are learning a lot.

Stability is a pre-requisite for development.  My perception is that, where there is stability there is development at any given degree level. Let it be, a political stability or social stability both affects development in the following sense:- 

Political stability  - is where are no differences among the leaders, no fights or war which reduce the social security as well as the food security of the people. As a result, people are ready to go out t work in the fields, industries and offices such situations contribute to  a stable development as well as promote food  security at all levels though some people can have food in their homes. But some may  have enough food obtained from the markets or their fields. 

Social stability is caused by harmony in the society.  A peaceful community  contribute, to guarantee stability in the respective areas. The freedom of movement enables the movement of some food items from one area to another such as from the grocery/stores or markets to the households. This creates food security in the homes.

Multi Dimension of Food Security needs a good number of actors such as Health, Agriculture, Economists Community development, in order to mobilize the community to work together for a sustainable food security.

Best Regards. 

Asia  Kapande 

Food & Nutrition (Msc. Degree) 

Tanzania Home Economics Association (TAHEA) 

City Council Office Premises 

P. O. Box 11242 

Mwanza Tanzania 

I Graduated From Agricultural and Technical State University Greensboro North Carolina USA 1978. My Msc study was in Nutrition Education.

I am an activist of women development, I am a trainer in Food & Nutrition as well as concentrating on hunger relief crops (sweet Potato and cassava) I emphasize the growing of such crops for a sustainable food security especially at the household level in Tanzania where rainfall is a problem. I would like this to spread in Africa. Post harvest handling of root crops especially product development for home consumption and for the commercial purposes.  Better technical equipment must be developed  to increase food processing.

From: "ICOSAMP" 

Subject: Another 'slant' to the food security discussion 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 10:11:18 +0200 

Dear Bruno and list members,

I am enjoying all these discussions via email, and it certainly gets the brain juices flowing seeing the different points of view raised here! Having said that I would like to fit another spoke into the wheel.

I live in South Africa and work at the Plant Protection Research Institute (Pretoria). I have been involved with various research activities on brown locust forecasting in South Africa for the past 11 years, and have also done a little Quelea research, but have recently branched out into networking and technology transfer using the internet and GIS technology. I am currently the co-ordinator for a SADC (Southern African Development Community) migrant pest information centre, known as ICOSAMP (Information Core for Southern African Migrant Pests), and am also a member of the SADC Plant Protection Sub-Committee.

Bruno, you asked for examples of successfull networking in southern Africa, and I can confidently state that the ICOSAMP network has been functioning well for the past 2 years, and is growing from strength to strength.

ICOSAMP is an internet based centre where all information relating to the distribution of the 3 main economically important migrant pests in the SADC region is collated and distributed. One collaborator in each SADC country reports on the migrant pest situation in his/her country on a monthly basis, and this information is summarised in a Bulletin.

Why is ICOSAMP important for the food security of SADC? This region is annually plagued by migratory pests (armyworm, locusts and Quelea birds) which cross political boundaries at will, often causing devastating damage to agricultural crops such as millet, maize, rice and sorghum (to name a few). Figures indicate that migrant pests threaten 67% of the total SADC population whose livelihoods "depend" on food production. Resource-poor smallholder farmers are particularly vulnerable to severe economic loss because of their insufficient resources to cope with pest invasions. 

The main aim of ICOSAMP it to provide early warning of any impending cross-border invasions to Ministries of Agriculture, control operators and decision makers, to assist with effective management of these pests BEFORE they become a serious problem. Effective management decisions can only be made if the distribution, status, and scale of pest infestation is known.

Further information on ICOSAMP can be obtained from our website at http://icosamp.ecoport.org . An archive of Bulletins and GIS maps is also available online.

This probably sounded a little like a marketing exercise, but the collaborators in ICOSAMP are committed to the sustainability and goals of this network, and will welcome any comments or suggestions on improvement of our network.

Regards,

Margaret

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Margaret Powell

ICOSAMP Project Co-ordinator

http://icosamp.ecoport.org
From: Peter Golob
Subject: (no subject) 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 08:33:42 EDT 

Bruno and list members

What does Food Security mean?  My opinion is a rather controversial but one I have come to after working and living for many years in SSA.

My interpretation of food security is that people have access to sufficient nutritious food to maintain a healthy lifestyle.  This in itself is a definition that has found widespread acceptance.

This of course does not mean that people have to grow their own food.  However, they do have to have sufficient income to be able to purchase food when it is needed.  

Throughout Africa there is an increasing tendency for people to access food by both growing it themselves and by buying the remainder they cannot grow.  It has become patently obvious that given the social, cultural and political systems that exist in Sub Saharan Africa that families will never be able to grow enough food to ensure sustainable food security.  Every year there are reports of populations being subjected to famine in different parts of the Continent.  A very productive area one year may be subject to drought or flood the following year.  

The question must be asked: where has agricultural production by small scale farm families (who represent more than 90% of the population of most SSA countries) of food crops in SSA ever led to a sustainable increase in wealth?  Only in response to disaster has the income generation been improved in SSA countries.  For example, in Zimbabwe after independence in 1981, the rural communities significantly increased maize production and income from its sale as a result of being provided with large quantities of agricultural inputs as well as a market at which to sell the produce.  Similarly, refugees from Burundi who moved into Tanzania in the 1970s benefited markedly from support given by UNHCR that enable the communities to grow and sell large quantities of food crops.  May other examples of assistance as well as efforts of the local communities themselves to increase production have largely failed because of poor government support, lack of technological knowledge, absence of affordable agricultural inputs and changeable weather.  Farmers have not had the means to cultivate food crops in a sustainable manner nor have they had access to markets at which to sell their crop.

The only way for families to improve their standard of living is to generate a regular cash income.  This cannot be achieved by growing food crops alone, although diversification will help to mitigate disasters if a single crop fails. Income can be generated by:

· Producing high value cash crops

· Working for someone else either in the rural area or in town

· Producing something other than agricultural produce, such as bicycles, hoes, or by providing a service, such bicycle repair

· Changing the political and social environment

Agricultural production by small holders, whether for food or cash crops, relies too much on climate and soil fertility.  Therefore, unless the effects of these parameters can be mitigated then even relying on cash crop production for regular income is a dangerous path to take, other than for those families who have access to a reliable source of what and good quality soil.  Fertility of course can be improved by manuring or by introducing inorganic fertilisers, both of which require a source of funds.

In sparsely inhabited rural areas there is only a limited need for service providers and there is generally only limited opportunities for new initiatives to start up. 

Labour as a resource also has its drawbacks. Labour is usually required in rural areas by all employers at the same time, it being dependant on the agricultural cycle.  This creates competition between both those requiring labour and those who have their labour to give.  At some times of the year, especially once the main harvest is in, there is a glut of labour and nobody can get work, during the growing season there is not enough.

In recent years, there has been a gradual drift from the countryside into the towns and cities.  The hope of work to earn cash has become a real incentive for people to move off the land.  However, this movement has brought its own problems. In many urban areas there has been too little investment to support this increasing population.  There are neither the business opportunities nor the social infrastructure to provide people with an improved standard of living; they may have a different standard of living but it may well not be a better one.  

The drift to the cities and towns is one that will continue and which may solve SSA's food security problems.  But only if it is supported with huge investment.  It will take many years to achieve a sustainable improvement in wealth of the population, and will necessitate much help from the West, not from governments alone but more especially from the private sector, which has the expertise to help with the establishment of a viable industry.  Increasing industrialisation will help meet the needs of Africa's peoples, just as it has done for S.E.Asia and is doing for China, a continued reliance on agriculture will not.  

Pete

Dr Peter Golob

128 Sea Road

Chapel St Leonards

Lincolnshire 

PE24 5RY
UK

From:  "Mohammadou Mohammadou" 
Subject: Does food provide nutrients and health in Africa? 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 14:40:34 +0200 (CEST) 

FOOD NUTRITION AND HEALTH

Does food provide nutrients and health in developing countries?

This question seems to be fundamental in the sense that, where food is often found, persist various diseases linked either to food quality or to nutrients deficiencies.

It is most of the time the consequence of:

-
Bad handling and storage of foodstuffs

-
Inappropriate post harvest technologies

-
Food processing not saving nutrients

-
Non respect of basic hygienic rules.

It is thus a major challenge for researchers to solve these problems not only in their laboratories but also to spread the results found in towns and villages.

How should we operate?

Two ways could be followed:

1.
Improve traditional technologies perfectly mastered by populations to reduce losses in food quality (nutrients) and safety.

2.
Implement new food processing methods that have show proof of their efficiency abroad and could be beneficial to populations.

Both ideas have advantages as well as they may have several disadvantages.

To improve traditional technologies seems to be more advantageous since populations shall recognize the findings as results of their own knowledge. They may

accept them easily and implement them. But they can also reject them as the conservatives of traditions could take any improvement of their technology for a

challenge to their fathers and alteration of their culture. Improvement of traditional technologies may take time but could not be too expensive. 

On the other hand, processing technologies already exist in other countries that are not facing food quality problems. These technologies could be imported and spread in towns and villages. However, they could hardly be accepted because of the low level of instruction and illiteracy, the weight of traditions and the growing poverty. People do not have appropriate means to acquire modern technologies.

Finally, improvement of traditional technologies is more suitable to developing countries and researchers will gain in focusing their attention on this aspect.

Multi disciplinary research teams including sociologists should therefore be put in place. If this step is reached, foods will provide nutrients and health to those who eat in Africa and developing countries. 

From:  "asia kapande" 
Subject: Re:Food security access and quality 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 07:15:30 -0700 (PDT) 

Comment 3 

To: fellow – participants from Asia Kapande 

‘Intermediaries’ and ‘Micro-enterprises’ in distribution of food in Africa.  

I hereby respond to the question of Cecilia Scurrah -Ehrhart

Putting in consideration of the rural farmers who grow food for their own consumption and surplus for sale.  The government regulations should emphasize the increased acreages or hectors per farmer/Household.  The bigger the area cultivated, planted and well cared according to proper agricultural practices, will increase production of various food crops, food from different areas can be transported from one region to another. As a result the consumers who are the farmers with less land for agriculture production, will be able to access food from their neighbors. At the same time consumers in the urban areas will be able to purchase the surplus food sold by the entrepreneurs, who will get money to buy other food items, which are not available in their respective areas. This is how the micro- enterprises’ can help distribute food in Africa.

Your Sincerely

Asia Kapande.

Nutritionist

Tanzania Home Economics Association ( TAHEA ).

MATI Ukiriguru Mwanza  Lake Victoria Zone.

Rural Development Resource Center.

P.O.Box. 11242.

Mwanza Tanzania

With reference to Obot Ekop's views, I am of the opinion that Food Security is  multi-dimensional involving food production, quality, quantity and even safety. However, in many African countries, Food Security has a lot to do with Food production. This is why there is a relationship between food security, poverty and diseases. Lack of physical access to sufficient, safe and nutritious foods promotes food insecurity. People have advocated good farming systems, improved seed quality as solutions but these have not worked out well in environments of political and social insecurity, greed, wars and bad leadership as prevalent in many developing countries.  

Oyewole

Professor Olusola  Oyewole

Department of Food Science and Technology

University of Agriculture

P.M.B. 2240

Abeokuta. Ogun State.

Nigeria  110001

From: "Bruno Tran" 

Subject: A thank you & a suggestion from the moderator 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 18:39:11 +0100  

Dear Participants of the Food Security e-Forum,

First of all, my heartfelt thanks to you all: the number of contributions, the range of their subjects, and their quality are absolutely fantastic!  They show just how passionate we all are about development in general, and Food Security in particular.

The organisers and myself are delighted that so many of you feel that this is a worthwhile opportunity to share our experience, our thoughts and hopes.  With 3 days left for the forum, I can already say that the work of summarising all these submissions will be quite something, but, believe me, it is one we will tackle with pleasure, knowing that it represents the collective work of all participants.

At this point, I would like to remind you all that there are 4 other forums(or for a, for the Latin speakers amongst you!), where you can find equally passionate colleagues and equally interesting subjects for discussions (seethe Food Africa web site:   http://foodafrica.nri.org/index.html

- Nutrition & Health

- Food Safety

- Urbanisation

- Agro-food Enterprises

Some of the items posted to our Food Security e-Forum would also be of particular interest in these forums, and I would like to encourage you to copy your submissions to other forum(s) if their subject encompasses more than one. Because some participants will only look at 1 forum, you will then have the opportunity to share your contributions with more colleagues!

Again, thank you for making this forum as lively and exciting as it is!

Bruno Tran

Moderator

-----------------------------------

Bruno Tran

Save the Children

HRD

-----------------------------------

From:  "Sop Kana Marie Modestine" 
Subject: Re: Food Safety - Urbanisation and food safety. 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 10:55:32 -0700 (PDT) 

Dr KANA SOP Marie Modestine, Biochemist, 

Lecturer at the University of Douala, Cameroon

Research field: Foods Biochmistry

Hello dear participants.

I just want to share your vision on foods safesty in SSA.

On my, point of view, I think that, the concept of foods safety is one of the most important if somebody would like to adrsse whatever it is food security or nutritionnal security.

Firsty, the quality of water or the water supply should deserve more considerration than usually.

We all know that water born diseases are the most important sources of contamination of cooked ore raw foods. Drinking water also is a vehicle of germs if it

is not potable.

Population living in poor higienne conditions are unable to have good water supply.

So, if there is some thing to do for food security, we should adresse the policy makers for the good  water supply, and the education of the population on the

basic hygiene rules which could help to have cleaned foods.  The population should have appropriate latrines, to limit the contamination of current water which is also

used for cooking, agriculture, rearing and others.

Best regards, 

NB I am French speaking.

From: "Bruno Tran" 

Subject: Trade and (for?) Food Security 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 19:49:18 +0100  

Dear Participants of the Food Security e-Forum,

I believe that some additional areas for discussions have emerged from previous postings. One is on Trade.

There has been a series of reference to trade in contributions from several

participants. I offer below my reading of these submissions (with my most

sincere apologies if I misrepresent any):

- Gina Porter (Durham University, UK), who argues that we must understand

better the complex formal and informal marketing systems at work in SSA.

Gina then moves on discussing the role of traders in social development which ultimately is linked to food security. Finally, Gina points to the urban setting, and its specificity, concluding that traders are to be considered as partners and key players.

- Anselm Enete (Leuven University, Belgium) puts forward the opinion that traders' role in the food system increases farmers wealth and food security generally, limiting wastage, improving food safety and quality.

- Cecilia Scurrah-Erhart (University of California, US) asked whether there are examples of intermediaries and/or enterprises involved in food distribution and whose impact on farmers and consumers have been demonstrably positive.

- Dave Harcourt (SAFPP, South Africa) reminded us of the links between this discussion line and the Agro-Food e-Forum. He also questioned the positive impact that traders would have on small-scale farmers.

- Pete Golob (UK) offered us his "controversial" view on Food Security, based on many years of experience gathered whilst working for NRI, resolutely based on the necessity to buy food as well as grow it. Putting the emphasis indirectly on trade and traders, Pete argues that families must develop income sources, to complement the food they grow, especially in times of shortage.

- Asia Kapande (TAHEA, Tanzania) appears to suggest that governments

regulation should favour large scale farming, with a view to increase

production.

I am convinced that many of us will want to develop these issues related to trade. My question to the colleagues mentioned above, and all other participants is this: the current credo, from the World Bank, the IMF and most other donors, is that free trade and free market, the pursuit by individuals and enterprises of financial wealth is the way forward, the recipe for development. Is it everyone's belief that this is correct, that this will provide universal food security and that this is the only model for development? 

(I suggest that replies and follow-up questions are posted to our Food Security e-Forum as well as the Agro-food enterprises forum)

Bruno Tran

Moderator

-----------------------------------

Bruno Tran

Save the Children

HRD

-----------------------------------

From: "Inuwa Usman”
Subject: Right Technologies for Food Security in SSA 

Date: Tue, 08 Apr 2003 21:47:11 +0000 

Dear Forum Participants,

I must commend that the forum has been very interesting and that a lot of thought provoking presentations have been made. Please allow me to come into the debate at this juncture.

First, I would like to comment on the submission by in which a mention was made of top-down technology. While agreeing with the recommendations, I think what is meant in the article is BOTTOM-UP approach.  The issue of appropriate technology for agricultural transformation in Sub-Saharan Africa has been of interest to me. Looking at events over the last decades it is true to assert that African agriculture has witnessed massive use of tractors. “Tractorization” as it may be called has not yielded the much-desired results of transforming our agriculture. Some of the reasons for this is high cost of maintenance, difficulty of sourcing spare parts and 

the fact that these machines require specialized skills for operation that are always lacking in the farm environment. It is the adoption of this technology that amounts to top-down approach, as it implies the application of change thought to be good without proper understanding of the farmer and his environment. This enigma of starting things in a big way has always occupied the minds our policy makers in the quest for technological advancement be it production, post harvest, storage, or other 

technologies. This probably explains why we are not making any headway.

A solution to this is to first of all re-orient our policies towards adopting the bottom-up approach. This is precisely the opposite of the top-down approach. Here information on technology to be introduced starts with an understanding of the farmer and the farm environment. For instance, taking into cognizance the farmers’ financial status, educational background and the nature of the farm environment, his need for mechanization can be presented in this hierarchy – hand tools > animal power > hand operated machines > small tractors > conventional tractors. Animal draft when compared to the use of tractors has the advantage of low cost, zero cost of fuel and service. In addition they fit into the traditional system very well. As the framers’ affluence increases he has the propensity to go for more sophisticated technologies. The use of hand operated machinery and small tractors of 1500 rpm or less is more appropriate than conventional tractors. They are not only cheaper and easier to maintain, judging from the experience of South East Asian countries their parts can be fabricated locally. The same goes with food processing, post harvest, and other technologies.

Please find below my submission relating to small-scale farmers, food security and farming systems:

Title: Perspectives for ensuring food security in Sub-Saharan Africa: priority to small-scale farmers and harnessing development potentials of tropical farming systems

An overview of historical events that transpired in the Sub-Saharan Africa would reveal the following changes – from food sufficiency to souring food imports, from subsistence farming to large-scale commercial farming. There is no doubt that government policies spear-headed the events in the decades. Much attention is now focused on the acquisition of quick and easy money through petroleum exports, manufacturing and urban-based jobs. The subsequent decline of the economy of most of SSA and the painful structural adjustment program (SAP) underscores how politically unwise it was to be carried away at the expense of this fundamental building block of the society.

In Nigeria for instance, it is estimated that small-scale farmers account for 60 – 70 % of Nigeria’s population and as at 1997 they were responsible for about 90% of food and raw materials placed in the local market.  I believe the situation is about the same in other parts of SSA. In summing up these events it could be seen that it is the commitment of the small-scale farmers that persisted over these changes. It is these same farmers that provided the bulk of what is available in our local markets even though what they offered might not necessarily be a surplus. Moreover, it is this same group that food security problem is more pronounced as most of the are in thee vulnerable low income group, who may consume inadequate diets even in normal years.

For agriculture to continue to play the role of the building block of the society, there is a need for full attention on the sector by giving priority to the small-scale farmer and harnessing the development potentials of the savanna farming systems. A lot has been said on farming/cropping systems. 

However, in order to share opinions and broaden scope of discussion, below 

are some of the development potentials of tropical farming systems:

·
Priority for food crops. It has been the practice for small-scale farmers 

to grow their food crops first even where cash crops can give more profit. 

The decision to grow enough food is foremost in the farm family.

·
Preference for mixed cropping or poly culture of crops. The persistence of 

mixed cropping could be attributed to greater and more stable outputs, high economic returns and better weed control than sole cropping. In addition one 

crop may provide support for other crops in the mixture and a more continuous leaf cover gives better protection against erosion. Mixed cropping is in harmony with the concept of bio-diversity and eco-farming.

·
Complimentary roles for the crop and livestock components of the system. 

In a well-integrated system crop residues are used to feed livestock and in turn the manure generated by animals is used to fertilize the crops. This in the long run may eliminate the need for inorganic fertilizer, which nowadays is constraint in the system.

·
Trees of economic value are usually protected. Local trees such as the tamarind, locust bean, sheanut and etc are protected as isolated stands around back yards, vegetable gardens and cassava plots. Also protected are exotic trees such as mango, cashew, guava and etc. This indicates inherent prospects for agro-forestry and increased farmer participation in reforestation should economic trees be given prominence.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

USMAN Inuwa Shehu

Department of Plant Science

Ahmadu Bello University

Zaria - Nigeria

I am currently involved in the activities of the Sceince and Technology Forum (STF). STF is a non profit and non governmental organization that seeks to promote Science and Technology in Nigeria. Food Security is identified as one of the four main areas of thrust of STF. Others are Science and Technology Manpower development; Commnications and Information Technology; and Alternative sources of fuel and energy.

From:  "obot ekop" 
Subject: Meeting Consumer Demand 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 16:57:37 -0700 (PDT) 

My response to the moderator, Dave Harcourt.

The consumer even the middlemen as important actors in food safety and nutrition have often been neglected in programmes such as food africa.  The consumer determines the demand, that is the market which in turn fixes the price of the products.  The farmer wants to sell but the consummer is interested in the safety of what he is buying.  The Europe consumers or the agencies that set standards on food an drugs safety should be actively involved in a meeting like this and faithfully state their standard so that African farmers and food processors will work to meet their standard before export.  To avoid dumping, there should be a pre-shipment check to certify standard at the port of embarkation of the product.

Contributor: Obot E.Ekop

Merbot Consult International Limited(MCIL)

P.O.Box 36150

Agodi

Ibadan

Nigeria

From:  "Mercy Ekop
Subject: Re: Right Technologies for Food Security in SSA 

Date: Wed, 9 Apr 2003 03:30:30 +0100 (BST) 

Dear Forum Participants, 

I highly appreciate Usman's observations.  I could not have said new technologies should be built on the indeginous knowledge of the end users and the existing culture and latter recommend a" top down" approach.  No, I rather meant a "bottom up" approach.  Sorry for that was an oversight.  I will go now to correct this in my contribution and redistribute to all participants. 

Mercy Ekop 

From:  "Mercy Ekop" 

Subject: Re: Foodsafety:access and quality-bottom up approach. 

Date: Wed, 9 Apr 2003 03:43:20 +0100 (BST) 

Dear participants, 

Mistake made is now corrected.  I did not mean "top down" but "bottom up". 

See the text. 

Mercy Ekop 

From: "Adusei Jumah" 

Subject: Food Security/Agro-Food Enterprises Nexus 

Date: Wed, 09 Apr 2003 00:04:52 +0200 

Dear Participants,

The definition of food security is a holistic one as has been suggested by most of you. Consequently, food security encompasses all the other topics of discussion in the current internet forum. In my view, however, the functions of agro-food enterprises, by ensuring value added, seem to be the most relevant in assuring access to safe and quality food under the prevailing African context.

The ability to gain access to sufficient food of high quality is influenced by a number of factors; the most important ones being the amount of real income controlled by the household and food prices. In Africa where the main employment outlet is agriculture, the entire sector is driven by "one-dimensional" technology and lacks the much needed value-added guaranteed by the forward and backward linkages of agribusiness and mechanisation. As a result, the improved incomes generated by the sophistication of these linkages are missing, household incomes are low, food prices are high and food insecurity is the norm.

The way forward is a comprehensive land reform process that will ensure land-ownership. The existing land tenure systems in most parts of Africa, apart from creating significant barriers to agribusiness development, have contributed immensely to the underdevelopment of the continent.

Looking forward to your comments and suggestions.

(The author is a researcher in finance, global commodity markets and agribusiness at the Institute for Avanced Studies in Vienna and Assistant Professor of macroeconomics at the University of Vienna).

Dr. Adusei Jumah

Department of Economics and Finance

Institute for Advanced Studies

Stumpergasse 56

A - 1060 Vienna

Austria

or

Department of Economics

University of Vienna

Bruennerstrasse 72

A - 1210 Vienna

Austria

From:  "Mercy Ekop" 

Subject: Re:Actors in food security. 

Date: Wed, 9 Apr 2003 06:32:24 +0100 (BST) 

Respons to "Who should be  actor in food resarch and development?" and moderators questions for dicussion.

We, FUSD Foundation work with women farmers.  The strategies employed to address the root causes of problem have ever been collaboration, cooperation and partnership.  This is also true in our food security programmes. One of my experiences of  such programmes was the one titled "Sensitization Training Workshop for Women Farmers on Simple Silviculture and Environmental Conservation for Sustainable Agriculture" held in Kaduna State of Nigeria. This was organised by FUSD Foundation in collaboration with Forestry Research Instute of Nigeria (FRIN).All actors from various departments relavant to the programme were brought together as a team for sustainability of the programme. These included: Institute Agricultural Research, Amadu Bello University, NEARLS, ADP, Ministry of Women Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, Minisrty of Environment. the Governor's Wife, NGOs, CBOs, UNDP, DFID, Women Farmers and their Husbands.

As we watched against exercise in deplomacy, strategies were put in place for growth and sustainability of the programme such as:

-making sure that all actors were well reprensented

-marrying the grassroots with the policy.

-linking indeginous knowledge to kwoledge-based systems

-recognising the importnanace of culture in technology adoption process. For instance ,in Kaduna state where the programmme was implemented, wives are not free to take decissions on their own without the full santion of the husbands, as such the husbands were brought along with the wives to see, listen and contribute.  In seeing the need of the programme to their wives they turned out to be the ones forcing their wives out for the programme.

Papers were presented, focus group discussion also helped in summarising the probems, needs and women perception.  Commuique was release at the end of the training followed up with "Proposed Plan of Action".

Practcal Recommendations:

-all actors should be involved in food security.

-such programmes sould be "bottom up".

-evolve strategies to address the root causes of the probems.

--produce propose plan of action at the end of sensitization programme

-conscientize the beneficiaries for sustainable adoption.

Mercy Ekop

Fusd Foundation

Ibadan

Nigeria
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