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Dear members of the discussion group, 

This is mainly a response to the contributions of Professor Olusola Oyewole and Dr. Wellington Otieno.  

I would like to refer to both contributions on the linkages between rural food production and urban consumption behaviours.

Of course food quality heavily depends on food the food chain: - starting on production level, transport, market hygiene and infrastructure, and  last but not least consumer behaviour (storage facilities, food preparation etc.). Food is lost on all levels and even the remains are not adequately used - thinking about the large amount of organic market waste on most central markets - which are largest in urban centres. 

It is not at all my concern to again artificially divide urban from rural areas - in contrary the urbanisation discussion especially tries to highlight the multiple linkages that exist between the both areas. Food production takes place in all areas: rural - peri-urban - urban. Food that is produced in different areas is often different - mainly staples in real and mainly fresh food in urban and peri-urban. This is of course not everywhere and always like this. The distance to markets of all produce is essential in terms of food quality. I fully agree that the issue of food quality should be promoted in all areas where food is produced, transported and stored. 

If people in urban areas decide to buy their meat in the late evening, when it is cheaper, I guess it has often to do with limited purchasing power of urban households - so it should be seen as a livelihood strategy of those households, eventually negatively affecting their health status. This is exactly one of the reasons why many urban households decide to produce their own food in their backyards or somewhere else. This gives them the chance to slaughter a chicken whenever they want to. And this remains one of the reasons to maintain and support ("institutionalise") urban food production and make it more save and healthy. 

Best regards

Axel Drescher.   

