Internet Forum - Discussion 

Urbanisation – 9-11th   April 2003


Please find below contributions that have been made to the FoodAfrica internet forum discussion on “Urbanisation”.  The views expressed in the contributions below are those of the authors.  They do not necessarily reflect the views of the organisers of FoodAfrica or the sponsors of the initiative.  E-mailed contributions have not been edited at all.  However, the e-mail addresses of the participants and of the list-servers have been deleted together with footnotes to e-mails.  This is to prevent misuse of the e-mail addresses.  If you wish to join this discussion –details are available on the website http://foodafrica.nri.org .
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1From: "Kennedy, Gina (ESNA)"


2From: "Axel Drescher"


3From: "dave harcourt"




From: "Kennedy, Gina (ESNA)" 

Subject: Answers to some of the questions posed by our moderator 

Date: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 16:58:48 +0200 

Dear Colleagues, 

Thus far this group has been somewhat silent, though many of the issues raised in the food security and nutrition and health forums also apply to urbanization.  Below I have embedded some ideas into the questions posed by our moderator.  I would also like to pose a question to the forum.  I would like to know from the perspective of those of you living in cities in SSA, what you feel are the primary concerns?  There is a vast amount of literature on the subject, and it would be interesting to have the perspective from those of you who are physically present in these cities as to what you feel the priorities are i) in general and ii) in terms of food security.

Similarly, what are the research needs? 

I hope the questions below (I put in some of my own answers) which Axel has raised stimulate some discussion. 

o       Urban livelihoods are at risk for many reasons. But why should the focus be on the urban context specifically? - Answer: There is a rapid increase in urban populations and as stated in the background paper by Drescher, similar growth in small - medium size towns.  Larger concentrations of people in these areas, change the dynamics of food production and supply and also have huge implications for provision of basic services.  I don't think that the focus should be only on urban areas, but looking  realistically at what is happening along a rural-urban continuum and what are the forces driving migration to urban areas.

o       What are the consequences of urbanization on urban food security?  Does it lead to an increase in urban malnutrition?  - Unfortunately, there is not much data on the nutritional status of differing segments of urban populations.  When the urban population is analyzed as a whole (rich and poor) and compared to rural populations, urban populations are almost always better off in terms of nutritional indicators.  However, the few studies which have evaluated the nutritional status of children  living in slum areas, show equal or higher rates of malnutrition compared to children in rural areas.  There is a great need to continue to document what is taking place in terms of health and nutritional status in poor urban populations.  Similarly, there is a need to study the changes to micronutrient status of urban populations as their diet normally changes and the full impact of th se changes on nutritional status is not well documented.  

o       Does any significant proof exist on the impact of  HIV/AIDS on the food system? 

o       What ways would be best to better quantify the food production activities in cities (number of farmers involved, areas cultivated, income created, food produced?) and how should this be done ? This was a topic of discussion at a recent meeting - which tried to illustrate that per hectare, urban agriculture is more productive.  While this may be true as a projection exercise, the urban farmer is working with MUCH LESS land area and can therefore devout much more attention to this small space, logically, these crops which are intensively cultivated will produce more than the rural farmer who has many hectares planted.  So, caution should be applied when trying to compare production statistics.  Better documentation of the food produced and the purpose of production (sale/home consumption) would be useful.  

o       How can urban agriculture be better and systematically be integrated into the growing cities.? This is a complex issue involving land tenure, zoning etc.  However, many cities have neighbourhood garden spaces and these schemes seem to be rather successful.  More innovation also needs to be used in order to develop ideas for gardening in small spaces (rooftop gardens, fruit trees in parks instead of ornamentals)

Gina Kennedy 

__________________________________________________ 

Gina Kennedy 

Consultant, Nutrition Planning, Assessment and Evaluation 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

From: "Axel Drescher"
Subject: Urbanisation Theme: mail from Drinah Nyirenda from Zambia 

Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 11:04:19 +0200 

Dear members of the discussion group,

here is an interesting mail from Zambia, that also deals with rural - urban

linkages, some of the problems with rural production and urban supply.

One sentence from the author I would like to cite here:

"Networking between researchers, policy makers, planners and communities is critical and I think this e conference is a major step forward."

In this sense,

Best regards

Axel Drescher

From: "dave harcourt" 

Subject: A last chance - Agro-Food Theme open until 14/04/03 - excuse multiple posting this once! 

Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 14:40:40 +0200 

Hello to everyone

I guess you felt my worry this time last week, that we were getting no inputs. Thankfully that passed and we have had a good range of inputs especially if we consider the overlapping issues in other themes

FOR THAT, WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

But, we have decided to give everyone the weekend to think over what they have learned and whether that raised anything else - also a final chance for anyone who might this afternoon have said - if only I had posted.

The Agro-Food Theme will be open until 17:00 GMT on Monday 14 April for 

your inputs.

Have a good weekend!

Regards

Trust Beta & Dave Harcourt

Moderators - Agro-Food Enterprises Theme
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