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*********************************************************************
From: "Axel Drescher" 

Subject: Welcome to the Urbanisation Theme 

Date: Thu, 3 Apr 2003 15:19:17 +0200 

Welcome to all members of the Urbanization Theme!

I am assisting NRI in the moderation of this list and therefore I am privileged to welcome you to the Urbanization Theme of the FoodAfrica Internet Forum.

I am based in Freiburg,  Germany. Some more information on my fields of interest is available on the FoodAfrica web site. 

Apologies for the bit delayed start, but I had problems to register to the list as you may have had as well. 

I am providing some preliminary ideas in an introduction which is posted on the Food Africa site: http://foodafrica.nri.org/urbanisation/urbanisation.html. On the same site you can also find a short introduction to the Urban Agriculture Sub-Theme.  

I would like to invite you to participate actively in the forum and submit papers and abstracts to be posted on the web. I also would like to encourage you to submit other relevant links to NRI to be included in the FoodAfrica site – especially regarding the entire Food Systems question, but specifically also related to urban agriculture, street food, marketing and distribution systems, etc. 

Please feel free to suggest additional issues and initiate new discussions – you can currently reach around 70 people around the world and more are expected to join this list in the next days.

Most business of this Internet Forum should go through the list so that we can all read it (use "reply to all" rather than "reply to sender"), but if you have specific messages that shouldn't be sent to all please email directly to the sender of the mail.

I am not planning to intervene very much in the discussion – the forum is open for you now and I am looking forward to you inputs. 

Regards

Axel Drescher

Moderator

Impact of Urbanisation on Food Systems
********************************************************************
From: "Axel Drescher 

Subject: Urbanisation Theme: New paper posted  

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 14:42:49 +0200 

Dear members of the discussion group, 

a new paper has being posted on the website

http://foodafrica.nri.org/urbanisation/urbanisationpapers.html

Title: Food Security in the context of urban sub-Saharan Africa

by Gina Kennedy, Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations

Best Regards 

Axel Drescher 

From: "Axel Drescher
CC: "Gina Porter" 
Subject: Urbanisation Theme: Contribution by Gina Porter 

Date: Fri, 4 Apr 2003 19:02:52 +0200 

Dear members of the discussion forum, 

Dr Gina Porter made an intersting contribution to the food security list. It is directly related to urbanisation, formal and informal institutions and their impact on the urban food system She allowed me to post this to our list as well. 

Sorry for those who receive double. 

Best regards

Axel Drescher

*****************

Dr. Porters Contribution: 

Bruno, so far in the discussion there hasn't been much reference to the 

broader issues around formal and informal market institutions in urban 

Africa and their impact on urban food systems.  There is a wide range of 

highly complex formal and informal institutions which shape Africa's food 

marketing systems - various types of association and self imposed rules, in 

addition to national legal systems that affect how trade is conducted. 

 Unless we understand how these formal and informal systems currently work, 

and where they currently fail, I would argue that we are unlikely to be 

able to make substantial improvements in the provisioning of food to urban 

poor people.

Forms of regulation shaping the market system may include such diverse 

aspects as access to transport and lorry parks, the role of the transport 

unions, access to selling spaces in markets, the finance that traders can 

source, together with political, customary and legal constraints.  There 

can often be positive aspects to this regulation, in that it may support 

relatively efficient distribution of foodstuffs to the urban poor.  But 

there are likely to be many ways in which regulation could be improved to 

facilitate broader levels of access for poor producers and 

producer-traders, and more efficient (and cheaper) marketing and 

distribution which would benefit urban consumers.  For instance, 

micro-credit programmes are growing in number, but food traders - many of 

whom are women - are often considered too risky by such programmes.  Small 

traders tend to have to rely on informal systems such as credit from 

suppliers, money lenders or rotating credit systems, which may be very 

expensive.  We need to learn more about current patterns of credit 

provision to producers and marketers and explore the potential for 

extending and improving provision.  Similarly, the ability to trade in food 

requires access to information on prices and supplies, while bargaining 

processes may be restricted by lack of standard weights and measures and 

access to other aspects of the marketing process.  Can price information 

and bargaining procedures be improved substantially?  Could the expansion 

of mobile phone use, for example, help to improve transmission of price 

information?  Is it already happening?

Traders are often accused by politicians and the media of operating 

cartels, but there is plenty of anecdotal evidence and some field evidence 

to suggest that although monopolistic control can be exerted, it tends to 

be confined to specific parts of the marketing chain (n.b. for example work 

by Fergus Lyon in Ghana).  Traders often appear to provide a crucial 

service and invest their capital in a high-risk environment where, 

arguably, returns should be commensurate with the risks involved.  The 

positive contributions of traders in providing an essential service to 

urban consumers - and ways to help traders improve their contribution - do 

not seem to have been adequately investigated.

So, I would propose that, despite the extensive general literature on 

agricultural marketing, there is a major knowledge gap around urban food 

systems and the role of urban market institutions in the regulation of the 

agricultural produce trade in many, perhaps most, sub-Saharan countries. 

  We also need careful examination of the activities and power relations 

within urban food markets to find out who is excluded or marginalised from 

networks, why, and what are the impacts of exclusion/marginalisation.  A 

change of mindset - thinking about market intermediaries as potential 

partners and key players in improving the marketing systems that supply 

urban consumers, rather than merely hindrances - could make a significant 

difference to interventions in this arena.

I'd be interested to have responses!

Best wishes,

Gina

Dr Gina Porter

Department of Anthropology

University of Durham

43 Old Elvet

Durham DH1 3HN

UK

****************************************************************
From:  "adewale dipeolu" 

Date: Sun, 6 Apr 2003 06:10:54 -0700 (PDT) 

Subject: Re: (No Subject) 

Hello 

I am interested in food safety issues and my concern is whether consumers in Nigeria and other areas of Africa are actually aware of what constitutes unsafe foods. The second concern are their attitudes to unsafe foods. Will consumers be willing to pay more for safer foods? I remember a discussion with a colleague who would rather buy beef at night because it is cheaper even though its quality would have deteriorated. So there are socioeconomic issues in food safety. Can we discuss these issues? 

I am Adewale Dipeolu, I teach in the Department of Agricultural Economics and Farm Management in the University of Agriculture, Abeokuta Nigeria. I also manage a Company in the University which produces palm oil, cassava foods. I am interested in Food marketing issues but in recent times, my interest is in the economics of food safety. 

Adewale Dipeolu 

From: "Axel Drescher" 
Subject: Re: Urbanisation Theme: New papers on the web site 

Date: Mon, 7 Apr 2003 16:10:12 +0200 

Dear members of the discussion group, 

two new papers have been posted to the web site: http://foodafrica.nri.org/urbanisation/urbanisationpapers.html

Innovative Approaches to Agricultural water Use for Improving Food-Security in Sub-Saharan Africa. Working Paper 55. 

A Innocencio, H Sally, and DJ Merrey, International Water Management Institute, Colombo Sri Lanka.

Estimating potential urban demand: a case study of the size of the Ghanaian domestic market for instant fufu

C. Collinson, S. Gallat, P. Johnson and A. Westby, Natural Resources Institute, UK. 

Best regards

Axel Drescher
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