Internet Forum - Discussion 

Urbanisation  – 7-8th    April 2003


Please find below contributions that have been made to the FoodAfrica internet forum discussion on “Urbanisation”.  The views expressed in the contributions below are those of the authors.  They do not necessarily reflect the views of the organisers of FoodAfrica or the sponsors of the initiative.  E-mailed contributions have not been edited at all.  However, the e-mail addresses of the participants and of the list-servers have been deleted together with footnotes to e-mails.  This is to prevent misuse of the e-mail addresses.  If you wish to join this discussion –details are available on the website http://foodafrica.nri.org .
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From: "VAN OIRSCHOT QUIRIEN" 
Date: Mon, 7 Apr 2003 10:47:01 GMT 

Subject: Safety - forwarded message from Shalini 

Please find below a message from Sahilini as a response to Adewale's message to the urbanisation list. My question would be: Why is food safety of particular concern in Urban areas? 

Best wishes, Quirien van Oirschot

FoodAfrica - Internet Forum co-odinator

PS. Summaries of all themes of the Internet Forum are available at  the FoodAfrica website. 

*********************************************************************

From: "Shalini" 
Date: Mon, 7 Apr 2003 07:11:52 +0400 

My first comments relate to Adewale’s fears.  Unfortunately, in this part of the world, consumer participation in the food control system is limited.  There is also a lack of consumer education on issues such as food safety.  Unsafe food cannot be easily detected by the naked eye and it often needs analysis to bring out the hazards it contains.  

As for your second concern, there is a relationship between food quality and willingness to pay.  Any increase in food quality generally results in an increase in the price.  In developed countries, any rise in the food quality is generally accompanied by a relatively proportional increase in the willingness to pay of the consumer up to a certain level (as an economist you would understand that in terms of a curve).   But consumers in developing countries are ‘willing’ to pay even for food with a minimum number of quality attributes, as you pointed out.  This shows that the willingness to pay is less linked to quality than in developed countries, but is more a function of hunger satisfaction.  

Dr Randolph mentions that he is concerned by the fact that countries in SSA are adopting the state-of-the-art food control systems of the North.  We must learn from others’ mistakes.  We know from episodes like Dioxin or BSE that the food control 

systems in the North are far from being ideal, but they also have certain strengths.  We in SSA, we have financial, infrastructural and technical constraints and we must put in place a food control system bearing in mind the local realities, as well as the past mistakes of other countries.  

In any case, whether they are from SSA or from the North, consumers have a right to safe food, and national food control systems, not necessarily with all the sophistication of the northern systems, can help in achieving this, and also in protecting them against fraud.  Whatever we take from the north, we must always 

adopt it to our local context.  For instance, food legislation, one component of an effective food control system is the foundation of the food control system.  One needs not copy the British Food Safety Act 1990.  One could instead try to draft a food law based on the FAO/WHO model food law, bearing in mind the local realities as I mention earlier.  

Regards

SHalini

From: "Dr Wellington Otieno" 
Subject: FOOD SECURITY 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 11:48:30 +0300 

Dear All Participants

I think the observation made by Adewale is very interesting and pertinent.  This problem is not unique to Nigeria.  Adewale says “He remembers a discussion he had with a colleague who would rather buy meat at night because it is cheaper even though the quality would have deteriorated!”

This shows the lack of awareness where a seeming low price is weighing heavier than product quality – even though the subsequent medical implication could be far more expensive!  This calls for training and awareness creation.

Regards Wellington 

The commentator (Dr Wellington Otieno) is a food security specialist at the Foodlink Resources Institute, a research based organization with its Regional Offices in Nairobi, Kenya.  He may be contacted at

Foodlink Resources Institute (FRI)

Filgo House, TechnoBusiness Centre

P.O. Box 74506 – 00200

NAIROBI, Kenya

From: "Axel Drescher" 
Subject: Urbanisation Theme: New link on the web site 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 12:55:17 +0200 

Dear members of the discussion group, 

a new link has been posted to the web site: http://foodafrica.nri.org/urbanisation/urbanisationpapers.html

Urban Agriculture Notes by City Farmer - Canada's Office of Urban Agriculture with access to many papers on urban agriculture http://www.cityfarmer.org

Best regards

Axel Drescher
------- Forwarded message -------
From:           
"Prof.  Olusola Oyewole" 
To:             
"Armstrong / Myhara" 
Subject:        
Re: Food Safety - Urbanisation and food safety.

Date sent:      
Tue, 8 Apr 2003 19:40:06 -0000

Dear Moderator,

In reply to the question of Quirien, food safety is of particular concern in urban areas because the rural people do not understand much about what constitute food safety. Poor educational level of the rural areas and poor communication facilities in these places make it difficult to understand their constraints and problems. The low scale 

of food production  in the rural areas, (usually at household levels) has not allowed many to understand the multiple effects of unsafe food consumption in these communities. As scientists, our concern should not be urban only but also the rural where the effects of our efforts can be more pronounced. there is need to promote food safety education in the rural areas. Our failure to do this will endanger the urban population. This is because a large percentage of food produced in the rural areas 

are transported to be sold in the urban cities. Indeed, many urban dwellers are consuming unsafe foods. 
Oyewole

Professor Olusola  Oyewole

Department of Food Science and Technology

University of Agriculture

P.M.B. 2240

Abeokuta. Ogun State.

Nigeria  110001

From: "Axel Drescher" 
CC: "Mushamba, Shingirayi" 
Subject: Urbanisation Theme: Message form Jac Smit, Urban agriculture Network; Washington 

Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2003 23:27:42 +0200 

Dear members of the discussion group,please find below a message of Jac Smit, Washington. Best regards

Axel Drescher

*************

FOOD AFRICA, NRI and Urbanization

From      Jac Smit

Urban Agriculture Network

April 8, 2003

Some random historic notes to spark discussion:

1960s

· Plans for new capitols in Malawi and Tanzania include agriculture as an urban land use

1970s:

· OFY Ghana [operation feed yourself]

· World Bank 'city farms' project/policy, Lusaka, Zambia

1980s:

· Prez. Julius Nyere issues urban agriculture policy in Tanzania

· New government of Mozambique institutes urban agriculture

· United Nations University conducts "Food Energy Nexus" study with papers on urban agriculture in Africa

· Prez. Nelson Mandela includes UA in Party platform in RSA

· IDRC/Diana L-S carries out UA survey in Kenya

1990s:

· GTZ urban agriculture project in Tanzania

· Urban agriculture papers at Zimbabwe University

· Surge in urban agriculture in Kinshasa Zaire

· Surge in urban agriculture in Harare following drought

· Bulawayo urban agriculture paper at the World Bank

· CGIAR's ILRI and ICLARM centers support UA

· South Africa establishes UA programs, State and National

2000s:

· RUAF centers in Harare and Dakar

· Over 20 cities adopt pro-UA policies

From: "Axel Drescher" 
To: "Dr Wellington Otieno" 
Subject: Re: FOOD SECURITY 

Date: Wed, 9 Apr 2003 00:03:50 +0200 

Dear members of the discussion group, 

this is mainly a response to the contributions of Professor Olusola Oyewole and Dr. Wellington Otieno.  

I would like to refer to both contributions on the linkages between rural food production and urban consumption behaviours.

Of course food quality heavily depends on food the food chain: - starting on production level, transport, market hygiene and infrastructure, and  last but not least consumer behaviour (storage facilities, food preparation etc.). Food is lost on all levels and even the remains are not adequately used - thinking about the large amount of organic market waste on most central markets - which are largest in urban centres. 

It is not at all my concern to again artificially divide urban from rural areas - in contrary the urbanisation discussion especially tries to highlight the multiple linkages that exist between the both areas. Food production takes place in all areas: rural - peri-urban - urban. Food that is produced in different areas is often different - mainly staples in real and mainly fresh food in urban and peri-urban. This is of course not everywhere and always like this. The distance to markets of all produce is essential in terms of food quality. I fully agree that the issue of food quality should be promoted in all areas where food is produced, transported and stored. 

If people in urban areas decide to buy their meat in the late evening, when it is cheaper, I guess it has often to do with limited purchasing power of urban households - so it should be seen as a livelihood strategy of those households, eventually negatively affecting their health status. This is exactly one of the reasons why many urban households decide to produce their own food in their backyards or somewhere else. This gives them the chance to slaughter a chicken whenever they want to. And this remains one of the reasons to maintain and support ("institutionalise") urban food production and make it more save and healthy. 

Best regards

Axel Drescher.   
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